The People of God called to form the Christian Community of

St. Mary’s Church

Joln us at our ...

PARISH MISSION

“I have come that you may have Life.” (Jn. 10:10)
Given by Fr. Bruce Lewandowski, C.SS.R.

Saturday,
February 24
and Fr. Bruce will preach at all the Masses.

Sunday,
February 25

! 7:30PM ! . .
'Upper Church! Dally Reflections

Monday, .
February 26 Jesus, Word of Life

Tuesday, | jegys, Bread of Life
February 27

Wednesday,

February 28 Mary, Mother of Mercy

Fr. Bruce is a Redemptorist priest (the same order as Cardinal Tobin) and
the Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Baltimore, Maryland.

280 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628 Parish Office: 201-384-0557 Fax: 201-384-4986
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Saturday  Feb. 17 - Vigil
5:30PM  Parishioners of St. Mary’s
Sunday Feb. 18 - First Sunday of Lent
7:45AM  Deceased Members of the Markert
Family
10:00AM  Petrina and John Scalice
12 Noon Ivanica Telesmanich
Monday Feb. 19 - Lenten Weekday
7:00AM  Fr. Patrick Donohue (Living)
8:45AM  Vera Vietri
Tuesday Feb. 20 - Lenten Weekday
7:00AM  Domingo Avellana
8:45AM  Josephine DeCristofaro
Wednesday Feb. 21 - Lenten Weekday
7:00AM  Veronica and Liam Turvey (Living)
8:45AM  Joseph D. Stefano
Thursday Feb. 22 - The Chair of St. Peter
the Apostle
7:00AM  Kevin P. Dunigan
8:45AM  Maria Melucci
Friday Feb. 23 - Lenten Weekday
7:00AM  Bernard Iacono
8:45AM  Florencia C. Dimarucot
Saturday  Feb. 24 - Lenten Weekday
8:30AM  Sylvana Pulice
5:30PM  Bridget and Michael O’'Neill
Sunday Feb. 25 - Second Sunday of Lent
7:45AM  Parishioners of St. Mary’s
10:00AM  Pablo T. Naong
12 Noon Leonor Quinones

Mass for the
Intentions week

In Loving Memory

The Bread and Wine offered at this week’s
Masses are given in memory of David
Karash requested by the Howard Family.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of
God and in memory of Pablo Naong
requested by May.

MRS

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased
Eleanor Zakrzewski and Rosario Guballa Atienza.

Eucharistic Adoration - March 2nd

e, On Friday, March 2nd, we will have
— gf Eucharistic Adoration after the 8:45 a.m.
v !{f‘ Mass in the Lower Church. Reposition

\  begins at 7:00 p.m. Please join us and
== spend some time with Jesus.

e [l T
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Sunday — Feb. 18

7:30AM Feeding at Missionaries of Charity Soup
Kitchen, Newark

4:00PM-6:00PM Youth Lenten Group YRm

Food Collection

Rite of Election

Monday - Feb. 19

President’s Day

After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC

7:00PM RCIA Catechetical Session MSRm

Tuesday — Feb. 20
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC
7:30PM Adult Choir Rehearsal School

Wednesday - Feb. 21

After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC
7:00PM OLPH Novena LC

7:30PM Line Dancing SH

7:30PM Yoga (Anne Marie) PJ23Rm

Thursday — Feb. 22

Washington’s Birthday

After 8:45 AM Mass Rosary LC

1:00PM Knitters and Crochetters FDVRm
7:30PM Yoga (Linda) SFC

Friday — Feb. 23
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC
7:30PM Stations of the Cross LC

Saturday — Feb. 24
After 8:30AM Mass Rosary LC
Parish Mission

Sunday — Feb. 25

8:30AM PACT Angels Session LC/School

11:00AM Confirmation Retreat Team Library/School
After 12 Noon Mass PALAD EB Meeting FDVRm
4:00PM-6:00PM Youth Lenten Group YRm
6:30PM-8:30PM Youth Group Stations Practice UC
Penitential Rite

1:00PM Set-up/Cub Scouts Banquet Dinner SH

2018 Offerings Available
Bread & Wine:
Jul. 8; Aug. 5 & 12; Sept. 2 & 30; Oct. 14; Nov. 18.
Sanctuary Lamp:
Jul 8 & 15; Sept. 2, 9, & 23; Nov. 18; Dec. 2.

Presidents’ Day — February 19

The parish office will be closed on Monday, Feb. 19
in observance of Presidents’ Day.
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Next weekend, St. Mary’s Church will
welcome Fr. Bruce Lewandowski for our Parish
Mission. I have been asked by more than one
person, “What is a Parish Mission and why do we
need one?” A Parish Mission is a parish awakening.
It is a time for the whole parish to come together to
reflect upon God’s word, to renew our faith, and to
pray with open hearts.

Pope Francis has called all the faithful to
become evangelizers for the Church but before we
can evangelize others, we must evangelize ourselves.
We need to be challenged to move out of our
complacency and remember that Christ not only
calls us all to be his followers but also sends us out
to be heralds of the Good News of Salvation. Our
Parish Mission is part of our Lenten journey as we
heed the call of Christ.

Fr. Bruce will preach at all the masses next
weekend and will invite us to join him for three
evenings as we enter the desert of Lent to be
renewed by the Spirit who calls us to serve God and
the Church. I encourage everyone to be a part of
this Mission because we all need to step back from
our busy lives, examine our spiritual well-being and
renew our commitment to continued growth in our

life of faith.

Fr. Carey

We Welcome the Newest Member of
Our Parish Community

@MMMS Diana Lexie Tolentino Benitez

1.8, Paluch Co, Inc.

Hackensack Walk-in Shelter - Jan. 31
\ Many thanks to all who donated food
/ s to feed our guests in the Hackensack
. Walk-in Shelter on January 3ist.
There were about 150 guests who
enjoyed the delicious meals.
Special thank you goes to all the volunteers who’s
always been there for us, who delivered and served
the food.
We've been doing this ministry since 1988, which
makes it 30 years. We couldn't have done this
without your continued support and we are very
grateful.

We invite our parishioners to come to a Communal
Reconciliation Service to be held at St. John’s,
Bergenfield at 1:00 pm on Saturday, March 3rd. We
will participate along with Ascension parish.

Lenten Service Opportunity

In this week’s Gospel Jesus proclaims,
“The Kingdom of God is at hand.” That
is very hard for many to believe, as they
> see all of the problems facing our world.
But we can work to make this kingdom a
reality, even if imperfectly.

On March 10 we have the opportunity to help those
who are hungry by working at the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey. We will meet at St. Mary’s at
7:45 am and carpool to the food bank. We will be
back by noon. Due to insurance regulations no one
under the age of 12 is permitted in the warehouse.

Please sign up by March 5th by e-mailing Deacon
John at deaconjohn@stmarysdumont.org

[

e

Lenten Giving Tree

Our parish will collect items for St. Clare’s
Home for Children, which is a part of the
AIDS Resource Foundation in Newark.
Tags are now available. Please take a tag
off the Lenten tree and return it with the
item to the church or parish office before the end of
Lent.

the (]iuint] tree

We Are Living Stones Update

)
a>@ »
| WE ARE |
LIVING
® STONES

Thank you to the many generous parishioners who
have made their commitment to the We Are Living
Stones campaign.

Our Parish Goal $649,793.00
To Date: Feb. 12, 2018
Total Pledge $310,196.00

Total Amount Received $180,677.44
Number of Pledges 159

The portion to be shared is $98,177.44 (total after
tithing goal of $82,500) and the parish share is
$49,088.72.

Remember our plan is to use the We Are Living

Stones proceeds to build an Elevator inside the
church.
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Serving in the Military

We ask God to keep in his care all those who are
serving overseas in our armed forces. They are
listed below and we ask your prayers for them.

Wayne Lawton...Michael Bianco...Kyle Zownir
Alicia Newball..Anthony Hacket, Jr.
Donald Dickson...Anthony Dunkin
Christopher Lynch...Brian Collins...John Oppici
Bobby Dellner...Patrick Booth...Jaelon Magat
Tyler Thompson...Michael Whitford
James R. Melady...Ryan Shireman
Joshua M LaBazzetta...Aidan Nugent
Alvin Joseph Garabiles...Christopher Cookson
Christopher Minayn...Christopher Kishbach
Major David Christopher Pierson
Charles Bennett...James Markert...Brian Manley
Christopher Smaldone...Sean Flanagan

If you have a relative serving in the military, please
call the parish office so that we can add his/her
name and offer a prayer for him/her.

Pray for Our Sick

Peter Ramzi..John Ramzi..Rose O’Shea...Joan Polis
Hailey van Weathering..Lyla McMahon..Tom Phelan
Diane Kowatch...Pat Barclay...Teagan Davis...RC
Rita Crowley...Sandy Tolentino...Wilberta Schreiber
George DiCostanzo...Sean Hayes...Kyla Carney
Peter Dondero...Richard King...Phyllis Keefe

Betty Anne Kuprel...Nina Calamita...Joan Toupin
Fr. Pat W. Donohue...Larry Rivera...Teresita Ariola
Diane Mariconti..Anthony Montagnino..Joel Rivera
Jennifer Samson...Kristi Carbonaro...Kathy R

J oseph Coll...Phil Ashare...Ali McMahon

* P U SR B SR SR U U U S S U S S

February Rosary Linen Schedule
Feb.18 Pat Barclay Feb. 25 Mary Cremin

LU U B S S U U S SR SR DU U SN S U

Ministry Recruitinent Form

As we seek to grow in our faith, St. Mary’s provides
numerous ways to serve God by serving his Church.
A couple of weekends ago we started the Sharing
God’s Blessings Annual Appeal where we asked each
family to prayerfully consider how to best support
the work of the Archdiocese as well as St. Mary’s
through sharing a portion of their Treasure. This
weekend we are inviting you to share your Time
and Talent with the parish. Throughout our
Church, you will find Commitment Form for the
Stewardship of Time and Talent. These forms have
an extensive list of the numerous ministries that
exist here at St. Mary’s. We all need to ask ourselves
if God is calling us to some new ministry. We all
need to see this Lent as an opportunity to pray with
open hearts and to respond with joy.

DUMONT
Food Pantry

This weekend is food collection weekend. If you
could include one or two items from the list below
when you do your grocery shopping, we greatly
appreciate it. You can drop off your donation next
weekend at the church or at the parish office during
the week.

Peanut Butter and Pancake Mix and
Jelly Syrup

Cold Cereal ] [ Jell-O and Pudding ]
Vs N\
Dry Packaged Soup [ Ketchup
Dry Milk )
\ Toothpaste
Shampoo
Bar of Soap
Dish Soap Paper Towel
Laundry Detergent ) Toilet Paper
.

| Please Note: We have plenty of I
| canned vegetables, soup, and pasta. |

God’s Plan for Giving:

“The measure of your firee-will offering shall
be in proportion to the blessing the Lord, your
God, has bestowed on you.”

(Deuteronomy 16:10)
3 3 K

Collection on Feb. 10—11 $9,405.00
Same Weekend 2017 $7,722.00

Treasure from our children: $30.00

Here are some of the good deeds that the children of
St. Mary’s did as a way of showing their love of God
and of our parish. We hope that they will always
know how important what they do for God and for us
truly is. Even though they are still young, they can
give us a wonderful example to follow.

“I helped someone.” “I said my prayers.”
“I talked with parents about lesson.”
“Twash the dishes.” “Helping others.”
“Laundry”

Altar-Rosary Easter Candy Sale

Gertrude Hawk Easter candy order forms are
available in the rear of the church and at the parish
office. Completed order forms must be submitted
by Wednesday, February 27

Pick-up dates will be March 24 & 25, Palm Sunday.
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PACT

&

PACT-MAP Mass Attendance Program

Remember that sign-in books for our
g’ PACT MAP program are located in the
A

PACT/Religious Education
Program

back vestibule of the upper church. To be
1 part of this special incentive program,

' PACT students should sign in every time

they attend mass at the Saturday evening
vigil or Sunday morning.

LUl

First Holy Communion Preparation

Special preparation for First Holy
Communion began this past Tuesday.
Please take a moment to pray for our
candidates for First Communion, their
families, and our parish family that we may grow
together in our appreciation of the presence of our
Lord in his Sacrament of the Eucharist.

The Morning with Jesus is Saturday, 2/24 8:45 a.m.
— 12 Noon. One parent attends with each candidate
for First Holy Communion

Confirmation Preparation

Confirmation Interviews with a staff
member here at St. Mary’s may be
scheduled via e-mail over the coming
weeks.

religioused @stmarysdumont.org

St. Mary's Youth Group - JWalk

The youth group will start preparing for the living
stations prayer service that they lead on Good
Friday evening. Any high schoolers who like to
participate are invited.

Our practices will be on:

Sunday, February 25th
Sunday, March 4th
Sunday, March 11th
Sunday, March 18th
Sunday, March 25th

All practices will be from 6:30pm-8:30pm in the
Upper Church.

The Stations
of the Cross

Anyone who is interested should email Beth
Miloscia at youthmin@stmarysdumont.org.

Mark Your Calendar

The 2019 Mass book will be opened on Wednesday,
March 7th.

Knights of Columbus

Lenten Dinner—St. John’s Council #1345 and the
St. John’s Columbiette Auxiliary are hosting a Lenten
Dinner Friday February 23rd from 6pm - 8pm to
bring our community together during the season of
Lent. This is a meal which is consistent with the laws
of abstinence for Fridays during Lent. The menu
features tossed salad, pasta, fried cod, french fries,
cole slaw, coffee, tea, and dessert. There will be a
cash bar available for this event. RSVP BY
FEBRUARY 19th REQUIRED by calling or
texting Ken A. at 516-220-9333 or emailing
KofC1345Reservations@gmail.com. $15 per person
13 years old and older, $9 per person 12 years old and
under. Under 3 free.

Texas Hold'Em Tournament - The Twin Boro
Columbian Club is hosting a Texas Hold'Em Poker
Tournament on Saturday March 3rd. Check-in and
Buffet begins at 6pm, first deal is at 7 PM. RSVP
REQUIRED. RSVP by February 24th and get a 500
Chip Bonus. $100 Buy-in includes $5,000 prize pool
(based on 75 players), buffet, and beverages.

RSVP by calling or texting Ken A. at 516-220-9333 or
emailing KofC1345Reservations@gmail.com.

Latin Night - Saturday March 10th from 8pm -12
Midnight. The evening includes DJ Music, Dancing,
buffet dinner consisting of paella, baked ziti, sweet
plantains, salad, and beverages. Only $35 per
person.

RSVP REQUIRED by calling or texting Ken A. at
516-220-9333 or emailing
KofC1345Reservations@gmail.com.

Irish Night - Saturday March 24, 2018 7PM-11PM.
The evening will consist of an authentic Irish menu
including Irish Soda Bread and a sit-down dinner
consisting of a Cheese Platter, Corned Beef, Cabbage,
Potatoes, and homemade scones. Coffee, tea, and
beverages are included. Live entertainment by
Frankie and the Currans. $35 per person.

RSVP REQUIRED by calling or texting Ken A. at
516-220-9333 or emailing
KofC1345Reservations@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events - Children's Easter Egg Hunt &
Party Mar. 18, Special Children's Dinner Dance
featuring "The R&B Show" April 14. Stay tuned for
more details.

Planning a Communion? Confirmation?
Wedding? - Hall Renting & Catering

Dates in the Spring are filling up fast! If you are
planning a party for a special occasion please call
now to save the date. Call Norm Saunders at 201-832
-0105, email TBCCrentals@gmail.com or check our
website: www.kofc1345.org. The hall is available
with or without catering.
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FASTING IN A
FAST-PACED WORLD by Art Zannoni

Often our lives seem to move at break
neck speed, laced with stress and gov-
erned by calendars and schedules with
barely a spare moment. With the arrival
of Lent, Catholics are challenged to
look at this way of living by fasting from
moving at the speed of humankind and
embracing moving at the speed of God.

Fasting (as opposed to dieting) confronts
our culture. Fasting, in a society that has
plenty and is motivated by immediate
self-gratification, is generally not per-
ceived as a value, Yet, for Jews, Chris-
tians, and Muslims, fasting is part and
parcel of practicing one’s faith in today’s
culture,

Biblical Roots of Fasting

The Bible provides a treasure-trove of
reflections on the meaning of fasting. In
both the Old and New Testaments fasting
usually means total abstinence from
food from morning until evening (see 2
Samuel 1:12; Jonah 3:7; Acts 9:9). This

is still the case for Muslims today during
the month of Ramadan.

Fasting as Mourning

In both Old Testament times and Jesus’
times, fasting could be done for a num-
ber of different reasons. One motive was
as an act of mourning. For example, after
the death of King Saul, David and his
men “mourned and wept and fasted until
evening for Saul and his son Jonathan”
(2 Samuel 1:12). David likewise refused

to eat after the death of his general Abner
(2 Samuel 3:35), and after the death of
his first child by Bathsheba (2 Samuel
12:18-21). Such fasting was an expression
of grief and mourning.

Fasting as Sorrow for Sin
In the Bible, fasting is also understood as

an expression of sorrow for sin. Fasting
was prescribed for this reason on the Day
of Atonement (Yom Kippur). In later Jew-
ish tradition, and among observant Jews
today, this fast was interpreted to mean
complete abstinence from food on the
Day of Atonement, not merely smaller
meals or no eating between meals.

Fasting as Prayer

According to the Bible, fasting could also
be done in conjunction with prayers of
petition. David fasted while his child by
Bathsheba lay mortally ill, in the hope
that God would spare his child’s life (2
Samuel 12:15-17, 22). David’s fast was a
prayer for God’s intervention.

Like any act of religious piety, fasting
could be done mechanically. Joel called
for a fast that was an expression of true
repentance, of truly turning to God:
“Rend your hearts, not your garments,
and return to the Lord, your God. For gra-

cious and mercifulis he; perhaps he will
again relent and leave behind a blessing”
(Joel 2:13-14). Joel’'s message is that
external expressions of mourning are not
enough; it needs to be internalized in our
hearts.

Fasting as Justice

One of the best biblical descriptions of
the meaning of fasting is provided by

the prophetIsaiah. Speaking through
the prophet, God says: “Is not this the
fast that I choose: to lose the bonds of
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry, and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the
naked to cover them, and not to hide
yourself from your own kin?” (Isaiah
58:6-7)

In this passage God does not speak of
helping the poorin general but specifi-
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cally helping the oppressed: those who
are poor, not because of misfortune but
because they are the victims of injustice.
This teaching about fasting is a call to
eliminate the injustice that causes their
hunger, rather than simply feed them.
God demands not merely mercy, but a
rooting out of injustice and a repairing
of its effects. There is quite a difference
between our being charitable to others
and our making reparation for the harm
we have done to them.

Whose sins of injustice lie behind the
suffering of the oppressed? It may be our
personal, individual sins, or it may be the
sins of the society of which we are a part.
The relevant point is that we are to root
out these sins and to repair the damage
that our individual and collective sins
have wrought.

Isaiah’s prophecy provides food for
meditation during Lent. When we are
considering what special practices or
penance we will undertake, do we think
mainly in terms of ourselves? “I'll give
up TV, spending too much time online,
alcoholic beverages or chocolates.” Or
do we think of the needs of others: “I’ll
give up some of my free time to help the

single parent to care for his or her chil-
dren, volunteer at a nursing home, tutor
a child. I'll go through my clothing and
see what | could donate to a thrift shop.
I'll go without pay for a day and take time
off from my regular job to volunteer at

a local food bank or to take an elderly
person to the doctor.

Jesus and Fasting

According to the Gospel of Matthew,
Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights
(Matthew 4:1). The Gospel of Luke states
that he ate nothing, implying that Jesus
abstained from food (Luke 4:2). Subse-
quently Jesus was tempted by the devil,
but the cleansing that happened as a
result of his fasting empowered him to
stand up to the devil’s threefold tempta-
tion.

Jesus, himself a prophet who followed

in the footsteps of the prophet Isaiah,
challenged his disciples in the Sermon
on the Mount to be joy-filled when fast-
ing (Matthew 6:16-18). Fastingis not a
time for show and tell, but rather a time
to ponder what works of remedial justice
and healing mercy we could undertake
as our fast: undoing any wrongs we have
committed.

Fasting may be from making abusive use
of our tongues through put-downs and
other forms of verbal abuse. Or fasting
may be from failing to use our voice to
speak out about injustices in our society.
Or it may be speaking up by contacting
our legislator, requesting that he or she
provide legislation for more affordable
housing for the poor.

Both Isaiah and Jesus teach us that the
best way to mourn for our sins is to undo
their harmful effects, That is what Lent

is all about. Jesus reminds us that our
fasting is not to be seen by others, but by
God (Matthew 6:18). What type of fasting
will God see us practice this Lent?

Reflection Questions

« What is the type of fasting God wishes
of me?

« What is the penance God asks of me?

« What is God nudging me to do this
Lent?”

Copyright @ 2017 Art Zannoni. All rights re-
served. Reprinted with permission. Published
by The Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com.
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